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American College of Cardiology

Associate of the American College of Cardiology

 FAQs
What is the Associate of the American College of Cardiology (A.A.C.C.)?

The Associate of the American College of Cardiology (A.A.C.C.) is a professional designation that was established by the College to recognize Cardiac Care Associate (CCA) members who, through advanced training, professional development and service to the ACC, have proven their commitment to providing quality cardiovascular care.

How was the Associate of the American College of Cardiology (A.A.C.C.) designation developed?

The American College of Cardiology worked with a select group of CCA member volunteers and the ACC’s Credentialing and Membership Committee to develop the designation.  The criteria for the A.A.C.C. designation were approved by the ACC’s Board of Trustees. 
What are the criteria for Associate of the American College of Cardiology?

The criteria for Cardiac Care Associate members to advance to Associate of the American College of Cardiology (A.A.C.C.) are as follows:

1. State Licensure. 

2. Nationally recognized board certification. 
3. Majority of professional activities must be devoted to the field of cardiovascular disease. 

4. Three (3) Letters of Recommendation. Letters must be from F.A.C.C. members who are well acquainted with the applicant’s current professional activities. Relatives may not sponsor applicants. 

5. Employed in a practice that is primarily cardiovascular focused – at least 75%. 

6. Commitment to CV practice for 5 years or more. 

7. CCA member for 2 years prior to applying for designation. 

8. At least 12 hours of CV related CE/CME credit hours annually. 

9. Member of the ACC’s Cardiovascular Team Section. 
How were the national board certifications for A.A.C.C. designation selected?
Selection of the A.A.C.C. approved national board certifications was based on the amount of cardiology-specific content on the board examination.  An effort was made to include the most common board certifications for cardiac care team members.

My national board certification is not on the list of A.A.C.C. approved certifications.  May I still apply for A.A.C.C.?

Yes.  While the national board certifications selected and approved by the College are among the most common for care team members, other national board certifications will be considered on a case by case basis by the Credentialing and Membership Committee.
With regard to proof of national board certification, may I provide a copy of my current certification or do I need to submit an official verification from the credentialing body?

Applicants must request an official verification from the credentialing body as proof of certification.  The verification must be submitted with the applicant’s completed application form.

How can I get a list of my ACC CE/CME activities?

Member may access their CE/CME information via Cardiosource.com by logging in and clicking on the My CE/CME button under the login area in the top, right corner of the Cardiosource webpage.  Requests for this information may also be submitted to the ACC’s Resource Center at resource@acc.org or via telephone at 800-253-4636, ext. 5603.  Please allow up to 24 hours for requests submitted to the Resource Center.

Cardiovascular Team Section membership is listed as a requirement for Associate of the American College of Cardiology.  What is the Cardiovascular Team Section and how do I join?  How much does it cost?

The Cardiovascular Team Section was approved by the ACC’s Board of Trustees in 2009, to further integrate CCA members into the College by providing them with increased opportunities to participate on national working groups.  Currently, CCA members receive complimentary membership in the section thru 12/31/2010; however, modest membership dues may be charged at a later date to fund CCA-specific initiatives and programs.
Does the ACC have a form letter that A.A.C.C. applicants can provide to their sponsors? If not, what information should the letters of recommendation include?
No.  Applicants should request letters of recommendation from F.A.C.C. members of the College who are well acquainted with the applicant’s professional activities.  The letters should highlight the applicant’s professional accomplishments and why the applicant should advance to A.A.C.C.
How much does it cost for Cardiac Care Associate members to apply for Associate of the American College of Cardiology (A.A.C.C.)?
To apply for A.A.C.C., CCAs must pay a $25 application fee for processing.  

